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it is but reasonable to hold that even the Smrti-s and
Parana -s (the Visnupurana in particular) deal with her
glory in great detail.

An interesting question is raised by Parasara in this
context. Why is Sri not separately eulogised in the Veda-s
proper? Parasara himself answers thus: when the
supremacy, independence and such other aspects of the
Lord are to be ascertained, the glory of Laksmi's
association with Him forms the corroborative proof. Since
Sri thus forms an integral part of the Lord as the
determinant quality. She is not separately mentioned by
the Veda-s. 5Q This cannot therefore be taken as a
proof of her non-existence, at least scripturally.

Sri as the Source of Poetry

A significant point mentioned by Parasara in the
introductory portion of the present hymn is that Laksmi
is in fact the deity who can bless her devotees with
remarkable powers of speech, the art of poesy in
particular, should those devotees so desire. Though in
fact she is beyond the ken of the poet's fancy or power
of poetry, she can still instil in them the sense of confidence
to carry on their efforts. Parasara in all humility states
that the qualities of the Goddess such as ksanti
(forbearance),   audarya   (magnanimity)   and   daya
(compassion) will become significant when she has
accepted even his "unworthy" composition.51

Elaborating this idea the poet states that LaksmI
herself (svayameva} perfected the speech of the poet
by Her sweet glances. Once her favour is assured, the
literary compositions become charming with choice
expressions abounding in aptness and elegance.52 In verse
eight Parasara prays to. Sri to be blessed by Her with